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OFFICIAL: Federal Member for Hume, Angus Taylor (centre) at the official opening of the Lifting Point bridge near Marulan last Monday. Mr Taylor is joined by (left to right) Tim
Chapman (SMEC Engineering), Strategic Officer Lifting Point, David Henderson, State Member for Goulburn Pru Goward, Andrew McKnoulty (ARC), Bruce Mullaney (Lfiting
Point founder) and Kimura San (Chief Dvisional Officer, Toyota Tsusho);
INSET: The bridge has a simple construction and can be constructed in a matter of hours, rather than weeks.

Bruce’s innovative bridge build
Amongst all of Mr Mullaney’s inventions,
the one that stood out was his modular bridge
system, which promises to make bridge building quicker, easier and potentially cheaper.
He built up partnerships and connections
with major Australian and international businesses such as the Australian Reinforcing
Company (ARC), the Australian engineering
firm SMEC, and Toyota Tsusho Australasia.
He has recieved support from state and federal government departments including
Austrade, the NSW Department of Trade,
Infrastructure and Investment, through to
local MPs, and has recieved federal research
and development grants.
“We’d been working on pre-form concrete
systems where the reinforcing supports the
formwork,” Mr Mullaney told Town &

Country Magazine.
“Originally I was looking at manufacturing
them for Africa and India and then the NSW
Trade Department asked me to do up a design
for the Australian market. We joined up with
engineering firm SMEC and put together a
design.”
Steve Dunlop, Manager of Projects at
Toyota Tsusho Australasia, explained their
role in the project.
“Bruce initially approached us to get
involved on the logistics side and material
supply side,” Mr Dunlop said.
“When we sat down with Bruce and went
through his innovation, we got quite excited
that we could provide quite a lot more than
just materials supply. We took the role on

board after discussions with Lifting Point that
we could assist them to commercialise the
product and bring it to market, so that’s what
we’ve attempted to do.”
Mr Dunlop also mentioned that this form
of bridge building was much quicker and
much more cost effective and created less disturbance to the environment because there
was no need to build a scaffold,etc.
“You don’t need the workers to get under
the bridge at any time, its also pre-engineered
and pre-certified so when you get it to site you
don’t need a lot of engineers to be able to put
it in place- you can use local labour, etc which
I think is quite appealing to a lot of municipalities,” he said.
Continued page 2
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FORMER Southern Tablelands builder and
now bridge construction specialist Bruce
Mullaney has been turning heads with his new
way of building bridges.
He worked as a residential builder for 30
years, and after working in modular building
in both Australia and China, saw a huge
opportunity for improvement across the whole
construction industry.
In 2012, Mr Mullaney quit building and
founded the company Lifting Point to develop
and commercialise his inventions. Working
from his laptop, enlisting the help of his brother in law and sons, raising investment through
supportive friends and colleagues and with
assistance from carefully selected advisors, he
laid the groundwork for growing his enterprise into a profitable venture.
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Honeyeaters need
Goulburn’s flowers
active in the early mornings when the flowers
are full of nectar. These birds crave a sugary
breakfast to kick-start the day, just like many
of us do. With the effects of climate change
already being felt in the delayed seasons and
severe weather conditions we’re experiencing,
it’s more important than ever to help out our
native animals where we can. For our honeyeaters, the best thing to do is be mindful
when adding plants to your garden.”
SWEET: A Brown Honeyeater prepares to feed on the nectar from a native Australian
flower. (Photo: Francesco Veronesi)
IT’S time to feed our native birds-but not with
bread, seeds or birdfeeders. Let your garden
do the feeding in Goulburn. Winter is a tough
Magazine
time for Aussie animals like honeyeaters,
which rely on flower nectar for food, because
flowers are a lot harder to come by.
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ARC also gave major support to the project
by supplying all the reinforcing steel and
assembly for the bridge prototype.
With all these areas covered, the final
piece of the puzzle was to find somewhere to
put his new invention. So Mr Mullaney decided to locate it at his property on Tiyces Lane
at Carrick.
Federal Member for Hume, Angus Taylor,
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Tips for living with honeyeaters
* Feeding sugared water and other sweet
drinks to birds is a big no-no as the highly
processed sugar is as bad for the birds as it is
for us.
* Birdbaths can be a lifesaver for birds,
especially during dry periods, so install one in
a nice protected spot in your garden. Clean it
regularly and keep it filled with fresh water.
* Rather than just planting lots of big,
showy native flowers like banksias and large
grevillias, try planting flowers with small
flowers like kangaroo paw and spider grevillia
to help out the smaller, more timid honeyeaters.
“Most Aussie honeyeaters help your plants
reproduce, by carrying pollen from flower to
flower as they look for nectar,” said Mr

Darbyshire.
“Another benefit is that they’ll also eat
plenty of insects they find in your garden and
keep your bug numbers down. Australia is
home to over half the world’s honeyeaters,
with the rest found mainly in New Guinea.
That’s a huge amount of endemic species that
just aren’t found anywhere else. Not all
Australian honeyeaters are thriving. The
Regent Honeyeater is one of Australia’s rarest
birds. The main threat facing threatened honeyeaters is changes to their habitat. All the
more reason to grow suitable habitat in your
own garden, to help replace what they have
lost.”
The Foundation for National Parks and
Wildlife is calling on people from Goulburn to
share their stories of how they have helped
their local honeyeaters and other animals
through simple changes to their gardens, such
as planting natives or installing nestboxes.
Backyard Buddies is a free program run by
Australia’s Foundation for National Parks and
Wildlife. Each month, you get a Backyard
Buddies email (B-mail) with tips to make your
backyard inviting and safe for native animals.
Honeyeaters featured in the June edition of Bmail.

was proud to be invited to the bridge launch.
“We as Australians should be paying tribute to innovators and engineers such as Mr
Mullaney for the work that they do,” he said.
State Member for Goulburn Pru Goward
was also extremely impressed with the project.
“NSW is now undertaking a huge rebuilding program for its bridges and there was
unfortunately 16 years where not much happened in the bush, so we’ve been playing

catch-up,” she said.
“We are always looking for ways to make
this program more cost effective, and Mr
Mullaney’s project is an example of this. It is
also much faster. We would love to see this
company establish itself in Goulburn, you are
on the best freeway in Australia, you have a
great rail network for shipping product and
you are but one and a half hours from a major
port. So there are many reasons why this project works.”

OFFICIALLY OPEN:
Federal Member for
Hume Angus Taylor
cuts the ribbon to officially open the bridge
with Australian
Reinforcing Company
(ARC)'s Andrew
McKnoulty (far left) ,
Tim Chapman (SMEC
Engineering), Lifting
Point CEO Bruce
Mullaney, Lifting Point
Strategic Officer David
Henderson, State
Member for Goulburn,
Pru Goward; and
Kimura San, Chief
Dvisional Officer,
Toyota Tsusho. (Photo:
Antony Dubber)
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